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INTRODUCTION 


l used to think that true terror was the slow- 
motion seconds before a car crash, or the 
breath-stealing instant when you realize you're 
falling off of a ladder, or even the gut-wrench- 
ing discovery of squealing rats in the attic. 
But, for me, those moments pale compared 
to the beautiful morning in spring of 2005 
when-surrounded by the idyllic scenery of 
Skywalker Ranch-I found myself standing in 
front of George Lucas, attempting to relate a 
key concept behind a new Star Wars video 
game being developed at LucasArts. Here | 
was, little more than a mere fan of the Star 
Wars mythos, describing to the father of all 
things Star Wars our vision for the Force as 
a primal energy that would be portrayed in- 


game as “over the top,” “amped up,” and even 
“out of control.” Describing, in essence, “the 
Force unleashed.” 

For months, the development team at 
LucasArts had been working on the basic 
concepts for what would become The Force 
Unleashed-now considered the next chapter 
in the Star Wars Saga. We had generated 
dozens of pieces of concept art, several 
animation tests, and hundreds of pages of 
design documentation to support our ideas. 
We had even begun the difficult process 
of developing and integrating cutting-edge 
technologies that would allow us to deliver on 
our vision of “the Force unleashed.” Even early 


on, we strongly believed that using the Force 


in new and dramatic ways would provide a 
compelling gameplay experience, but | also 
knew that if George Lucas disagreed with this 
“reimagining” of the Force, our team would be 
scrambling to find a new direction. 

So, back to being completely terrified . . . 
Fortunately, during my presentation to Lucas, 
| did not need to rely on words alone. The 
team had created a short “previsualization” 
video that captured the essence of “the Force 
unleashed” through a series of brief anima- 
tions depicting an anonymous Force wielder 
violently pushing, repelling, and throwing 
stormtroopers around-doing the kinds of 
things you'll see in the pages of this graphic 
novel. We showed this video to Lucas (twice, if 
| recall correctly), after which he looked 
up and said: “That's perfect for a game. Go 
make that.” 

But a Star Wars experience—and certainly 
one attempting to become the next chapter 
in the Star Wars saga-is not simply about 
action or even the Force. We also needed 
a strong central character, and a captivating 
story. Over the next two hours, | walked Lucas 
through our proposed storyline-a tale of Darth 
Vader's secret apprentice, who begins on a 
quest to kill the last of the Jedi but ultimately 
ends up battling “dark Jedi” in an attempt to 
save Princess Leia and redeem himself for 
his past actions. And that's when the trouble 
really began... 


| knew walking into the meeting that Lucas 
might balk at some of our story ideas, but 
ironically, the “big ideas” about which | was 
most worried didn't cause much debate. 
Lucas approved our desire to cast the player 
in the role of Darth Vader's secret apprentice. 
He even spent a great deal of time describ- 
ing how Vader would motivate his apprentice 
(through fear and a promise of overthrow- 
ing the Emperor together). He approved the 
story's setting between Episodes Ill and IV, a 
time period that had previously been largely 
off limits, and offered us great insight into 
the political events of that era. Even ideas 
that we ultimately felt were too outlandish 
and would eventually drop from the story— 
such as the notion that the apprentice might 
commune with the spirit of Qui-Gon Jinn or 
Mace Windu-weren't rejected. 

However, Lucas did have three major 
concerns about the story that would dra- 
matically alter our plot. First, he was not 
comfortable with Princess Leia being pro- 
tected by the Apprentice. Second, he felt that 
the Emperor-who never made an appearance 
in our original draft-needed to have a much 
larger presence in the game. And third (and 
perhaps most important), he was adamant 


that we needed to populate our story with new 
characters who fulfilled familiar Star Wars 
archetypes in new ways, characters who 
would later become a Jedi mentor who trans- 
forms from a militant general to a blind drunk, 


yet still manages to teach the Apprentice 
something about the Force; a comic sidekick 
who is as dangerous as he is naive, and proves 
that even Darth Vader's apprentice can feel 
friendship and loyalty; and a love interest who 
is just as conflicted as the Apprentice, but 
ultimately inspires him to become a hero. 

Lucas's direction at this meeting (and 
many others) allowed us to take a mediocre 
story and shape it into the next chapter of the 
Star Wars saga. And I've now had the double 
good fortune of being able to adapt that story 
into this graphic novel, allowing the events to 
unfold from the points of view of some of our 
original characters. 

The Star Wars universe is George Lucas's 
toybox, but ГИ always be grateful that he took 
the time to share his toys with us, and to tell 
us how to squeeze the most fun and excite- 
ment out of each and every one. And hopefully, 
we've been able to add a few new toys to that 
box that others can play with too. 


Haden Blackman 
January 2008 
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As we made our way through 
hyperspace toward the 
shipyards above Nar Shaddaa, 
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Now it can be told: after the birth pangs of the Empire, Darth Vader took on a secret apprentice. Sent 
on deadly missions to track down and destroy the Jedi, this apprentice helped shape one of the darkest 
times in the history of the galaxy. 


Revealed here are his origins, the extraordinary missions he undertook, and the awesome decision he was 
forced to make that launched the Jedi, the Sith, and the Empire into their fateful future. 


An original graphic novel based upon the new LucasArts game! 


— ISBN 978-1-59307-891-1 
ІІПІШ SAA БЕ 
97781593 078911 2 darkhorse.com 
GroonGiant DCE starwars.com 


GREEN GRANT 
777 SEN 


